The decapod Crustacea from Ascension Island are reported upon on the basis of major expeditions undertaken during 2008 and 2012, including several minor additional collections made in other years. Two species, Gnathophyllum americanum and Corallianassa longiventris are new records for the island bringing the total known marine decapod fauna to 75 species, of which 11 are currently endemic to Ascension Island.
I N T R O D U C T I O N
Ascension Island is an isolated landmass in the central Atlantic Ocean, about 3000 km east of Brazil and 3000 km west of Africa, with the nearest neighbour being St Helena, about 1300 km to the south. The island has been visited by numerous early scientific expeditions, with the first decapod, Grapsus adscensionis (Osbeck, 1765) being recorded by Linnaeus (1754 , as Cancer retusus Linnaeus, 1754 . Over the ensuing decades, knowledge of the decapod fauna accumulated piecemeal, but was considerably enhanced by incidental collections sent to the late Ray Manning (United States National Museum, Smithsonian Institution, Washington DC) in 1970, which not only led to the description of two endemic taxa (see Chace & Manning, 1972) , but also resulted in two expeditions to the island by him and colleagues in 1971 and 1976 . Accumulated knowledge of the decapod fauna of the island based on all collected material up to 1985 was summarized in the monograph of . Since then, only two additional species have been recorded, Alpheus cedrici Anker & De Grave, 2012 and Typton holthuisi De Grave, 2010 based on the 2008 Oxford University Museum of Natural History (OUMNH) expedition to the island. The present contribution reports on the other decapod species collected during the OUMNH 2008 expedition as well as further taxa collected during a 2012 expedition led by P. Brickle (Shallow Marine Surveys Group). Additionally, a number of specimens donated to OUMNH over the years are reported upon, as is a small, but significant, collection by P. Wirtz during 2014. Some of the material resulting from the 2008 expedition has already been reported upon (De Grave, 2010; Anker & De Grave, 2012) and is not further treated. All material examined is deposited in OUMNH, the Natural History Museum, London (NHMUK), Naturhistorisches Museum, Vienna (NHMW) or the Lee Kong Chian Natural History Museum (ex. Raffles Museum of Biodiversity Research), National University of Singapore (ZRC).
Much of the intertidal and subtidal coastline on Ascension is inaccessible, consequently the majority of collections were made at only a limited number of locations ( Figure 1 ) with their geographical coordinates listed in Table 1. Under each species treated, only the first record is listed for Ascension, fuller synonymies can be found in . An update of the known marine decapod fauna of the island is provided (Table 2) , extending the species list in , with up to date nomenclature.
Size measurements: Size of carideans and stenopodideans was measured between the post-orbital margin and the posterior end of the carapace, along the dorsal line (pocl) for nonalpheids or including the rostrum (cl) for alpheids; brachyurans as carapace width (cw); paguroids as shield length (sl); callianassids as total length (tl) and carapace length (cl); and hippids as carapace length (cl); all measurements being in mm.
Abbreviations: female (C); male (F); ovigerous (ov.); juvenile (juv.); individual (ind.); including (incl.) and field collection numbers (fcn), the latter only given when known. 
remarks
This endemic species to Ascension was previously only known from the male holotype, collected in 1980 off North Point ). The present specimens demonstrate considerable variation in carapace and pereiopod spination, but are consistent with the diagnosis of the species. The previously unknown colour pattern is illustrated in Figure 2A remarks Differences between C. longiventris and C. hartmeyeri have been outlined by Schmitt (1935) and Manning (1988) . The present specimens show all characters typical for decapoda of ascension islandC. longiventris. While Sakai (1999 Sakai ( , 2005 Pachygrapsus loveridgei Chace, 1966 . recorded 74 species of Decapoda from Ascension Island, including the terrestrial crab, Johngarthia lagostoma, and the anchialine shrimps, Procaris ascensionis and Typhlatya rogersi. All three of these species were also noted during the 2008 and 2012 surveys, but are herein not further reported upon. Since this study there have been few amendments to the fauna. The western Atlantic shrimp, Lysmata intermedia was recorded from Ascension by , however Manning (in litt.) in d'Udekem d' Acoz (2000) indicates this to be a misidentification, with the specimens probably belonging to the east Atlantic L. seticaudata (see Table 2 ). also discuss the presence of Latreillia manningi at Ascension, this species was, however, synonymized with L. elegans by Castro et al. (2003) and is reported herein under that name. Fransen (2006) in a partial key to Periclimenaeus, states Periclimenaeus atlanticus to be present on the island, however this is considered a lapsus (Fransen, in litt.) . In addition to Corallianassa hartmeyeri reported by , C. longiventris is herein also recorded for Ascension Island. Only two species of shrimp have been added to the known fauna of the island since . De Grave (2010) described Typton holthuisi from Comfortless Cove, noting that this species was potentially more widely distributed in the tropical eastern Atlantic. Anker & De Grave (2012) described Alpheus cedrici from English Bay, a species still only known from Ascension. In the present contribution, a further species is added, the widespread Gnathophyllum americanum. Despite intensive collecting in 2008 and 2012, no additional crab species are reported herein.
D I S C U S S I O N
The presently known marine Decapoda fauna thus stands at 75 species (Table 2) , of which 12 species are considered to be endemic to the island. A full discussion of the biogeography of the marine decapod fauna is beyond the scope of the present contribution, but it is noted that the decapod fauna of St Helena is poorly known, being restricted to Chace (1966) and De Grave (2007) , who note 36 species to occur. There is a likelihood that a number of the endemic taxa recorded from Ascension will eventually be reported from St Helena.
